
Handel Choir of Baltimore 

RESPONSIBILITIES OF MEMBERSHIP 2014–2015 

Handel Choir of Baltimore is a community of skilled amateur singers who perform choral and choral-
orchestral repertory excellently. As a member of Handel Choir it is your responsibility to: 

• Arrive 15 minutes early to all rehearsals with music and pencil. Take good care of yourself – be well-
rested, exercised and fed! – in order to be confident in your own good vocal health and thus in your 
contribution to the organization musically. 

• Adhere to the attendance policy (see Members’ Guide and Rehearsal and Concert Schedule). Notify 
the choir manager in advance of an unavoidable absence. Confer with your section leader to transfer 
rehearsal marks and other instructions you missed during your absence, and practice your music. 
Should you miss three rehearsals, be prepared to sing individually for the conductor in order to 
continue.  

• Review your music and practice all challenging passages before the next rehearsal; allocate a 
minimum of one hour each week for this purpose. 

• Sing in all scheduled subscription and community concerts for the Full Choir.  

• Not engage in distracting activities. Talking, texting or leaving the room to answer a phone call during 
rehearsal are unacceptable except in a true emergency. Do not eat during warm-up or rehearsal. Eat 
and socialize pre- or post-rehearsal and during breaks. 

• Choral-orchestral rehearsals and dress rehearsals are our first performance. Every moment is crucial. 
Arrive early and ready to do your best. Do not talk. Questions should be addressed before or after 
rehearsal. 

• Meet your financial obligations on time. Annual dues and music purchases must be paid by the 
second rehearsal. Financial aid can be arranged; see choir manager. 

• Order your discounted tickets and pick them up no later than one week before subscription concerts. 

• Volunteer your skills and talents to support the Choir. Sell a minimum of four tickets to each 
subscription concert and set a goal of selling 10 tickets for every concert; sell advertising in the 
concert program book (you will be provided with materials and information to do this); pass along to 
the managing director names and addresses of people who would like to hear about Handel Choir; 
distribute flyers and postcards; recommend individuals to serve on the board; seek new singers, 
board members, and concert opportunities.  

• Support your Choir with a personal financial contribution commensurate with your circumstances. 
Dues cover a small portion of the costs associated with running the Handel Choir organization, and 
ticket sales only cover 20%; the balance must be raised from private individuals, businesses, 
foundations and government agencies. We need your help! Donations are tax deductible and 
acknowledged with a letter of thanks. Let the Choir office know about your company’s corporate 
sponsorship program, its potential for purchasing ads in our program books, and whether it has a 
matching gift program.  

 

____ I have read the 2014–2015 Members’ Guide, Schedule and Responsibilities (above) and understand and 
accept the responsibilities of membership in Handel Choir of Baltimore.  
 
____ I give my permission for the recording and broadcast of Choir performances and the use of Choir 
recording, photos and video for publicity purposes.  
 
 
 
Signature          Printed Name     Date 


